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ele e Treaty Is Ratified 
Inter American Commission of Women congratulates Senator Key Pittman (Nevada), Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, in bringing about speedy ratification of the Equal Nationality Treaty, the first treaty in the history 
of the world granting equality to women. This treaty was recommended by the Inter American Commission of Women 
to the Seventh Pan American Conference at Montevideo, where it was signed by nineteen countries. It was supported by 
most of the important national organizations of women in the United States. 
From left to right: Senorita Carmita Landestoy (Dominican Republic); Doris Stevens (New York), Chairman of the Com- 
mission, who led the fight for the treaty at Montevideo; Senator Key Pittman (Nevada); Sra. Adela Seminario de God- 
win (Ecuador); Sra. Maria Z. de Arias (Panama); Mile. Fanny Bunand-Sevastos, Executive Secretary of Commission, 
: who also worked for the adoption of the treaty at Montevideo. 
The Latin American Feminists in this picture helped either in preparing for Montevideo or in working for ratification 
since the treaty was signed. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by Senator JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis Indiana. 


the earth. 


.. Briefly, let us list them again. First, the adherence of twenty-one American 


when the Armistice followed the years of bloody conflict, or marvel as we 


and Doris Stevens, to whose genius and statesmanship we owe the assurance 
that is much more than a promise of the complete fulfillment of our dreams. 


of discriminatory law there must be, in the words of our National Chairman, 
Sarah T. Colvin, a massed army of women who “will. refuse to do things 


‘ity laws will ratify this convention, after which, we dare to prophesy, these 


‘Equal’ Rights 
May 24, 1934 | 


NGRAVE it deeply on the tablets of your memories, for this day on 
which the President signed the Equal Nationality Bill and the Senate 
ratified the Equal Nationality Treaty marks the beginning of a new 

epoch in the progress of the human race. | 

Coming events cast their shadows before—or their light. One of the most 
awe-inspiring of nature’s phenomena is the dawn. Long before the sun rises 
above the horizon and floods the earth with its splendor, pale beams of light 
growing stronger and stronger appear in the East, rousing all nature to the 
consciousness. that a new day is at hand. | 

So it is with the coming of equality or justice. May 24, 1934, was not 
only a day of fulfillment, but of divine portent. There have been many signs 
in the sky that daybreak is at hand, and not only for our own hemisphere, 
but that—like its physical counterpart—the sun of justice is 8 to illumine 


We have found it hard in the last few months not to run out of our stock 
of superlatives since, one by one, so many superlative things have happened. 


Republics at Montevideo to the Equal Nationality Treaty and of four to the 
Equal Rights Treaty; then, the passage, unanimously in each case, by the 
House and Senate of the Equal Nationality Bill; then the opening of adher- 
ence to the Equal Nationality Treaty to all the nations of the world; and 
finally, the signing on the same day, May 24, 1934, of the Nationality Bill by 
the President, and the ratification of the Treaty by the Senate. 5 
Of course, we expected these things to happen as assuredly as we expect 
the sun to rise. But joy is somewhat mingled with awe, just as we were awed 


watch the miracle of returning day. Our foremothers in the glorious cause 
of advancing womanhood also come to mind—Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Emmeline Pankhurst, Olympia Brown, and 
even farther back on the scroll of time, Mary Wollstonecraft, Hypatia, and 
others who laid down their lives before even the faintest pencilings of dawn 
appeared in the East. And then we think of our present leaders, Alice Paul 


UT in our joy, our reverence, our gratitude, we must not forget individual 
responsibility. One cannot be a leader without followers, and vice versa. 
The role of each individual member of the Party is as important as that of 
its leaders. Back of our demand for complete emancipation from the shackles 


against their own interests.” We feel confident that Equal Rights will be 
written into our Constitution, also that the other twenty American Republics 
who agreed with the United States to expunge inequality from their national- 


nations will see the injustice of denying any rights to women which are 
enjoyed at the present time by men. 
Also in recounting our recent successes we must not overlook the fact that 


the clubwomen of America in annual convention last week at Hot Springs, 


Arkansas, decided to inelude Equal Rights among their subjeets of study 
for the coming . first time it has appeared. on the program of the 
federated clubs. Ht 

Again, let us remember that these are happenings that point to our respon- 
sibility as individuals. Our immediate goal is the erasing of discriminatory 
laws from our statute books. But the passage of an Equal Rights Amendment 
does not guarantee that it cannot be repealed, and the wiping out of a dis- 
criminatory law does not mean that a future Legislature may not reénact it. 
This was only too clearly shown in Germany and Austria, where women until 
recently enjoyed Equal Rights with men, but where ‘today they have hardly 
any rights at all. Furthermore, the removal of inequalities by law does not 
mean that discriminatory customs are ipso facto eradicated. The freeing of 
the human mind from the shackles of false traditions and customs that place 
women on a lower plane than men may be an even more difficult task than 
equalizing the laws. 

We must heed the advice of our Chairman to go out and win all women 
to our point of view to make them realize that as workers in the National 
Woman’s Party they will be helping to create a new and better civilization 
than this earth has ever known. Let us highly resolve that this day—May 24, 
1934—will be the turning point that may eventually lead to the millenium. 
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Equality in Nationality Becomes re of the Land 


now have Equal Rights in trans- 
mitting nationality to their chil- 
dren. The one inequality in nationality 
existing between men and women which 
was not corrected by the Cable Act in 
1922 has been removed. 

It is interesting to note that, after 
struggling for twelve years against the 
most stubborn resistance to remove this 
one discrimination, victory for the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, when finally 
achieved, came with double assurance. On 
the same day that the Senate ratified the 
Equal Nationality Treaty, President 
Roosevelt signed the Equal Nationality 
Bill. 

Upon receiving the notification of the 
double triumph Alice Paul, Chairman of 
the Committee on International Relations 
of the Woman’s Party, issued the follow- 
ing statement on behalf of the Party: 


“The passage of the Equal Nation- 
ality Law giving women complete 
equality with men in nationality in 
the United States, and the ratifica- 

tion of the Equal Nationality Treaty 
are, indeed, notable victories, 

“They are significant as an extension 
of the principles of democracy at a 
time when democratic government is 
under severe scrutiny and criticism. 
Furthermore they are particularly 

nificant in connection with the 
ort of women to achieve*equatity’ 
on a world-wide scale. 

“Now that the Equal Nationality 
Treaty has been ratified by this coun- 

try there is every reason to believe 
that the remaining Republics of the 
Western Hemisphere will follow the 
lead of the United States and also- 
ratify. The American Republics will 
then constitute such a strong block of 
governments standing for equality in 
nationality that the Equal Nation- 
ality Treaty will undoubtedly receive 
the adherence of the non-American 
countries and become world-wide in 
its extent. 

“To my mind this is one of the 
greatest victories women have ever 
won—their first victory on a world 
scale. It means that through their 
own power and efforts women have 
been able to direct, the course of 
world legislation.” 


The exultation among members of the 
Woman’s Party that discriminations in 
nationality were now a thing of the past 
was shared by the sponsors of the Equal 
Nationality Bill in the Senate and House 
and by Members of both Houses who had 
urged its passage. 

Senator Royal S. Copeland, of New 
York, sponsor of the Bill in the Senate, 
issued the following statement: 


“The granting of complete nation- 
ality rights to women is an act of 
justice too long delayed. I am de- 
lighted that the Congress has taken 
this action, and particularly since it 
was taken in such good spirit by the 
members of Congress. 


‘ MERICAN mothers and fathers 


ae ican foundation. the first structure of 


„J wish to say that in my judgment 
the helpful amendments suggested by 
the President were clarifying changes 
and in no way affected the meaning 
or intent of the Bill. 

Af passage of this Act is followed 
by the ratification of the Equal Na- 
tionality Treaty, then we may feel 
that the year 1934 has marked great 


progress in the efforts of women to 
establish justice.” 


Congressman Samuel Dickstein, Chair- 


man of the House Immigration and Natu- 


a THE FOUNDATION OF LIBERTY 
By James Brown Scott 


| On the 6th day of February, 1778, Ben- 
| jamin Franklin’s two treaties with France 
Done of Amity and Commerce, and the 
other of Alliance—were _ By the 
i first, the indepentience of the United 


| America was dedicated to political liberty. 
These two treaties laid the foundation of 
liberty in other domains. 

| The two treaties. negotiated by Miss 
Stevens—the first, Equal Nationality; the 
second, Equali in all Civil and Political 
Relationshi ve built upon this Amer- 


equality of liberties for men and women 
alike. 


The world must inevitably complete 
the universal structure of political liberty 
and of equal rights upon this firm and 
American foundation. 


ralization Committee, which had consid- 


ered the Bill over a long period of time 


and reported it out favorably, also ex- 
pressed his. great satisfaction that this 


measure of equal citizenship rights for 


women is now a law. 
The Equal Nationality Bill was passed 
by the House of Representatives on April 


25, and by the Senate on May 10. It then | 


went to the President for his signature. 


pon the request of the President it was 


recalled from the White House by both 
Houses on Tuesday, May 22, and repassed 
unanimously, the same day, by both 
Houses with a slight clarification sug- 
gested by the President. It was en- 
grossed by the enrolling clerk of the 
House and reached the President for the 
second time on the evening of Wednesday, 
May 23. It was signed as soon as it 
reached the President’s attention on the 
morning of May 24. | 
Passage of the Equal Nationality Bill 
marks the end of a campaign begun in 
1922, following the winning of Suffrage, 
for equal nationality rights for Ameri- 
can women. The first step was taken 
with the Cable Act in 1922 giving the 
American woman the right to keep her 
own nationality upon marriage to a for- 
eigner. This right was further extended 
by Amendments to the Cable Act in 1930 
and 1931. The enactment of the present 
law removes the last discriminations left 


in the nationality laws and in particular 


gives to American mothers the right to 
give American nn to their chil- 
dren. 


The Equal Nationality Bill was intro- 


_ duced in the Senate by Senator Copeland 


of New York and in the House by Repre- 
sentative Dickstein of New York. 
The Senators who were particularly 


active in support of the Bill were Senators 


Royal S. Copeland, New Vork; Senator 
Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas, Majority 


Leader; Senator Charles ‘McNary, Oregon, 


Minority Leader; Senator Marcus Cool 
idge, : Massachusetts, Chairman Senate 


Immigration Committee; Senator Hattie | 
W. Caraway, Arkansas, only woman mem 


ber of the Senate; Senator J. Hamilton 
Lewis, Illinois, Democratic Whip; Sena- 


tor Simeon D. Fess, Ohio; Senator Augus- 


tine Lonergan, Connecticut; and Senator 


Joseph O’Mahoney, Wyoming; Senator 


Frederic F. Walcott, Connecticut; Sena- 
tor Kenneth McKellar, Tennessee; Sena- 
tor David Walsh of Massachusetts. 
Among the chief supporters in the 
House were: Representative Byrns, of 
Tennessee, Majority Leader; Represen- 
tative Bankhead, of Alabama, Chairman 
of the Rules Committee; Representative 
Rainey, of Illinois, Speaker of the House: ; 
Representative Snell, of New York, Re- 
publican Floor Leader; Representative 
Lea, of California, Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic Caucus; Representative Crosser, of 


Ohio, Chairman of the Steering Commit- 


tee; Representative Martin Dies, of Texas, 
Member of the Immigration Committee; 


Representative Hatton W. Sumners, of 


Texas, Chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee; Representatives Dirksen of Illi- 
nois; Millard of New York; Weideman 
of Michigan; Kramer of California; and 
J. Will Taylor of Tennessee, members 


of the Immigration Committee. : 
Others who took an active part in the 
passage of the Bill in the House and who 


spoke in its behalf were Congresswomen 
Jenckes of Indiana; Rogers of Massachu- 
setts; Greenway of Arizona; Clarke of 
New York; and McCarthy of Kansas. 
Representatives Lehlbach of New Jersey ; 
Jenkins of Ohio; Oliver of New York; 
Adams of Delaware; Henney of Wis⸗ 
consin; Keller of Illinois; Brown of 
Kentucky; Dunn of Pennsylvania; Green- 
wood and Ludlow of Indiana; Pierce 
of Nebraska; Englebright of California; 
Martin of Massachusetts; and Mapes 
of Michigan were also among its spon- 
sors. The measure, sponsored by the 
National Woman’s Party, was endorsed 
by practically all women’s organizations 
in the United States. Among those who 
appeared in its behalf at public hearings 
and supported it in other ways were: 
The General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, The National Council of Women, 
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The National Association of Women Law- 
vers, The National Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs, 
The National Association of Women Phy- 


sicians, The Women's International 


League for Peace and Freedom, The Na- 
tional Zonta Club, The National Associa- 
tion of Women Real Estate Operators, 
The Southern Women’s National Demo- 


“cratic Association, The National Sorop- 


timists, The National Council of Jewish 
Women, Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, National Defense Committee; The 
Counselors (Lawyers), American Home- 
makers’ Association, Association of Wom- 
en in Public Health, National Association 
of Colored Women, National Federation 
of Music Clubs, National Motion Picture 


Equal Rights 


League, National Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, National Woman’s Relief 
Society, Osteopathic Women’s National 
Association, Service Star Legion, South- 
ern Woman’s Educational Alliance, Su- 
preme Forest Woodmen Circle, Woman’s 
National Aeronautical Association and 


- Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement As- 


sociation. 


Atlantic City Conclave Promises Glorious Week-End 


the Middle Atlantic Conference of 


Due to the sea will go members of 


the National Woman's Party, next 
Saturday and Sunday to celebrate their 
recent glorious victories, and to draw in- 
spiration for the next lap in the journey 
whose goal-post is Equal Rights for the 


women of the world. 


The great impelling motive of the Re- 
gional Conference at Atlantic City is to 
carry out the purpose of Sarah T. Colvin, 
the National Chairman, to spread the gos- 
pel of Equal Rights—through organiza- 
tion—not only in the large cities, but in 
every village and hamlet in the United 
States. 


“We must 8 the whole psychology 
of women,” said Mrs, Colvin recently in 
addressing the Maryland Branch of the 
Party, “to get a large group of women 
who refuse to do things against their own 
interests.” 


The Conference to be held at the en 
shore resort will be the second since Mrs. 
Colvin was elected National Chairman, 
and declared that organization and more 
organization must be the immediate aim 
of the Party, not only to equalize the 
status of women but to “keep it equal.” 


Under the chairmanship of Arabel 
Clark of Philadelphia and her Conference 
Committee, an inspiring two-day program 
is being arranged in one of the finest con- 
vention centers in the country. A good 
time — mentally, spiritually and physi- 
cally—is promised to all who attend. 

Assisting Miss Clark are Mrs. Robert 
Fletcher Hudson, Chairman of the Vir- 
ginia Branch of the Party; Sara B. Cum- 
mings, Chairman of the Philadelphia 
Branch; Amelia Himes Walker, Chairman 
of the Maryland Branch; Anne Townsend 
of Philadelphia who is Treasurer of the 
Conference Committee, and Rosalie Mur- 
tagh who is Secretary of the Committee. 


The name Middle-Atlantic Conference 
Committee was adopted in November at 
Harrisburg. The fact that Virginia has 
joined the Conference has brought the 
appropriateness of this name in question. 
Change of the name may be one of the sub- 
jects taken up at Atlantic City. Among 
names so far proposed are Eastern Con- 
ference and Capital Conference, the latter 
suggesting the inclusion of the National 
Capital in the territory covered. 


Members of the Conference Committee 
are planning to arrive in Atlantic City 
Friday and other members of the Party 


who wish to enjoy the advantages of a 


longer stay with the opportunity for in- 
formal little conferences and exchanges 
of views among themselves, in addition to 
the beneficial effects of the outing at the 
seashore, are urged to do so. Week-end 
rates on the railroad extend from noon 
Friday until midnight Monday. Reduced 
bus rates may be had for any four days. 


ANOTHER VICTORY! 


Dept. of Public Affairs 


My dear Miss Clark: , 
1 Thank you 80 much for your very niee 
letter of May 8, and I = be delighted to 
attend the * 


When I attended M Phila- 
delphia, I e the restric- 
tions on married ca raged ved by the 


Wildwood Board of Education; gs I 
‘sueceeded in doing last night, and 1 hope 
that in some small way it may be of bene- 
fit to the women of this community. 
With kindest personal regards, I am, 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) Doris W. Bradway, 
Mayor. 


Hotel rates at the Madison (twenty-four 
hour rate) with all meals, including 
the dinner Saturday night and the mid- 
day dinner, or luncheon, on Sunday are 
$5.50 per person, daily, for two in one 
room on the ocean side of the hotel; and 
$5.00 per person, daily, for two in a room 
on the land side of the hotel. For those 
not staying in the hotel the cost of the 
Saturday night dinner will be $1.50 and 
for the Sunday midday dinner $1.00, Con- 
ference members should mention the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party when engaging 
rooms. The hotel has its own garage. 

The Pennsylvania railroad station is 
only three blocks from the Madison Hotel. 
Philadelphia members have the advantage 
of a week-end railroad return rate of 
83.00; $1.25 for Sunday only. 

It should be remembered that Daylight 


Saving Time is the rule in Atlantie City 
and will govern at all Conference sessions. 
Railroads and transportation systems 
generally operate on Standard Time. Visi- 
tors to the Conference who keep these 
facts in mind will save themselves much 
annoyance, 

The management of the Hotel is grant- 
ing the Conference a special favor in put- 
ting its beautiful solarium, commanding 
a wonderful view of the sea, at the exclu- 
sive disposal of the Conference for the 
entire sessions. The dinner Saturday and 
the midday dinner Sunday will be served 
there. 

Arabel Clark, Conference Chairman, 
will call the opening session to order at 
2 P. M., Saturday, June 9, and will intro- 
duce Edith Houghton Hooker, Vice-Chair- 
man of the Maryland Branch, who will 
preside. At this session the present “Set- 
up of the Organization and Proposed 


Ne- Organization Plan“ will be discussed. 


It is hoped at this session to have speak- 
ers representing other large women’s 
organizations to explain the plans on 
which they are organized, including the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, National Council of Women 
and National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs. 

The “Victory Dinner” at 6.30 P. M. in 
the solarium will be given in honor of 
Doris Stevens, victress of Montevideo. 
Amelia Himes Walker, Chairman of the 
Maryland Branch, will preside, and the 
speakers, in addition to the guest of 
honor, will be Gail Laughlin, member of 
the Maine Legislature; Sara B. Cum- 
mings, Chairman of the Philadelphia 
Branch; Helen Elizabeth Brown, attorney 
of Baltimore; Doris W. Bradway, Mayor 
of Wildwood, New Jersey; and Mildred 


Katz, Chairman of the Goucher College 


Council of the Woman’s Party. The 
solarium will be decorated with the pur- 
ple, gold and white banners of the Party 
and the text of the famous Nationality 
Treaty, ratified by the Senate, May 24, 
will be read in full. : 

The Sunday morning program opens at 
10.30 A. M. under the auspices of the 
National Student Council with Betty 
McGing, National President, in the chair. 
Ways and means of increasing: student 
membership will be discussed, also a plan 
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whereby, at the request of students, out- 
standing speakers on Equal Rights will 
be asked to address student bodies in 
the various colleges. Among the speakers 
will be Josephine Lippi, of Philadelphia, 
who recently graduated from law school 
and is now a practicing attorney. 

The luncheon or midday dinner meet- 
ing at 1 P. M. in the solarium will be in 
charge of the Industrial, and the Business 
and Professional Women’s Councils. Mil- 
dred Kahler Geare, newspaperwoman of 


Baltimore, will be toastmistress, and the 
speakers will include Mrs. Robert Fletcher 
Hudson, educator and Chairman of the 
Virginia Branch; Elizabeth S. Baker, 
educator and one of the organizers of the 
Harrisburg Branch; Helen Elizabeth 
Brown, Baltimore attorney; Vee Terrys 
Perlman, publicist of New York; Laura 
Anderson, a Government worker of Phila- 
delphia; and Amy Kessler, publicity ex- 
pert of Philadelphia. 

Helen Elizabeth Brown of Baltimore 
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will preside at the closing session at 
2 P. M. which will be devoted to a dis- 
cussion, led by Dora G. Ogle of Baltimore, 
Business Manager of Equat Ricuts, of 
“Ways and Means of Increasing the Cir- 
culation of Equant Rieuts.” Mrs. Ogle 
will also present the report of the Reso- 
lutions Committee of which she is chair- 
man. Among other subjects, the resolu- 
tions will deal with proposed amendments 


to the by-laws, and a possible change in the 


name of the Middle-Atlantic Conference. 


For Repeal “Married Persons 


NCOURAGED by the introduction 
E. in Congress of a bill repealing the 


obnoxious “married persons law,” 
a large and enthusiastic crowd of its 


members attended the meeting of the 


Government Workers’ Council at Alva. 


Belmont House on the evening of May 17. 
The program included a talk by Martha 
Strayer, a well-known Washington news- 
paper woman, on the married woman’s 
right to earn, a report by Matilde Bahar 
on the results of her interviews with mem- 
bers of the committee to which the bill 
was referred, and a discussion by Anita 
Pollitzer of the work that is necessary to 
insure its passage. 

The bill in question is H. R. 9240, intro- 
duced in the House of Representatives, 
April 19, by Representative Emanuel 


Celler of the Tenth District of New York, 
and reads as follows: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That section 213 of the 
Legislative Appropriation Act for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1933, 
is repealed.” 

The bill was referred to the House Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Executive 


Departments, composed of the following 


members: John J. Cochran, Missouri 
(chairman); Allard H. Gasque, South 
Carolina; Riley J. Wilson, Louisiana; 


William M. Whittington, Mississippi; 


Glenn Griswold, Indiana; Lindsay C. 
Warren, North Carolina; William R. 


Thom and John B. Hollister, Ohio; Ran- 


Equal Nationality Treaty Open 


tionality Treaty to all countries, it 
was stated by the Inter American 
Commission of Women, is of immense 
significance to women. The Equal Na- 
tionality Treaty is the first international 
Feminist legislation in history. It pledges 
any country which ratifies it to accord 
henceforth to women exactly the same 
rights in nationality enjoyed by men, and 
makes the preservation of those rights a 
matter of international concern. 
“The first step toward setting up a 


T* throwing open of the Equal Na- 


rule of civilized conduct for the world,“ 


said Doris Stevens, Chairman of the Com- 
mission, “has been taken. The United 
States has done its part to make the law 
for this hemisphere equal in treatment of 
women in nationality. When this Treaty 
is put into effect more than a hundred 
million women of the Americas will enjoy 
that measure of civic dignity in national- 
ity which men possess. This action by 
the United States sets a beautiful example 
which Europe, Asia and Africa will fol- 
low. | 

In the midst of a world in which na- 
tionalist passions run strong and harsh, 
this hemisphere affirms by this shining 
Treaty its belief in international action— 


and this action on behalf of its women. 
While in Europe Nazi doctrines are ruth- 
lessly repressing, nationally, the liberties 
which German women won after the war, 
and while France stands still and refuses 
to grant even the vote to its women, 


nationally, the American hemisphere 


SPECIAL LATIN AMERICAN ISSUE 
OF EQUAL RIGHTS 


Equal Rights will devote a forthcoming 
issue to the Feminist treaties obtained at 
the Montevideo Conference. Articles and 
photographs will tell the story of the 
dramatic incidents attending these famous 
treaties from their origin to the present 

moment. They represent the first major 
og of equality in the international 


marches united with proud and buoyant 


steps toward greater liberty. This makes 
us very happy. OREO 

While our thanks are due to President 
Roosevelt, to Secretary of State Hull and 
to Senator Pittman, Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, for 
their unanimous cooperation in bringing 
about prompt ratification of the Treaty, 
we remember that this Treaty was ini- 
tiated and fought for by women. May 


Brooks, Francis E. Walter, Robert F. 


Rich and Edward L. Stokes, Pennsy]- 
vania; Edwin M. Shaefer, Illinois; Ed- 


ward C. Eicher, Iowa; A Willis Robert- 


son, Virginia; Wilbur L. Adams, Dela- 
ware; Joseph W. Bailey, Jr., Texas; 
Charles L. Gifford, Massachusetts; George 
W. Blanchard, Wisconsin; and Philip A. 
Goodwin, New York. 

The first skirmish took place at a meet- 
ing of the Committee on May 21, when op- 
ponents of the bill succeeded in prevent- 
ing a favorable report. Refusing to be 
discouraged by this opposition, members 
of the Council are continuing daily their 
efforts to win a majority of the members 
of the Committee. Readers who are resi- 
dents of districts represented by members 
of this Committee are urged to lose no 
time in urging support of the Celler Bill. 


to All Nations 


the power, imagination and solidarity 
Shown by women in this endeavor, con- 
tinue to grow until the subjection of our 
sex is banished from the earth!“ 

On its way to ratification the Treaty 
made an almost unprecedented record for 
speed. It arrived in Washington, May 5; 
was transmitted, May 11, to the Presi- 
dent; went from the President’s desk to 
the Senate, May 12; and was considered 


at the first meeting of the Foreign Rela- 


tions Committee, May 23, after its arrival 
in the Senate, 

Senator Pittman agreed that it should 
be brought up at this meeting and Sena- 
tor Thomas of Utah promised members 


of the Inter American Commission who 


were waiting outside the Committee room 
that it would be reported out and made a 
speech urging the Committee to take this 
step immediately. He had scarcely con- 
cluded his remarks when Senator George 
moved that it be reported out, saying: 

“IT feel that the United States should 
take the moral leadership in this matter 
of ratifying the Treaty as speedily as 
possible. The principle embodied in the 
Treaty is one which we enthusiastically 
and cordially endorse.” 

The Committee thereupon voted to 


* 
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notify the women who were waiting out- 
side. Laura Berrien congratulated Sena- 
tor George for bringing the matter so 
speedily to a head. 


On the next legislative day, the Senate 


unanimously consented to ratification. 
The Equal Nationality Treaty was rec- 
ommended to the Montevideo Conference 


by the Inter American Commission of 


Women, and was agreed to by all the 
Republics of this hemisphere except Vene- 
zuela. Shortly after the conclusion of 
the Montevideo Conference, inquiries 
were received by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women from Enrique Garjado, 


Diplomatic Representative of Chile at 


Geneva, asking whether the Montevideo 
Treaty was open for adherence by Euro- 
pean and Asiatic nations. This question 


‘was placed before diplomats of the Gov- 
erning Board by Miss Stevens, and it 
has now been answered in the affirmative 
by the Supervisory Committee of the Pan 
American Union. 

It was pointed out by the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women that ever since 
the League’s conference on international 
law held at The Hague in 1930, the ques- 
tion of equality for women in nationality 
has been before the League. The adop- 
tion of the Montevideo Treaty, according 
to friends of equality in League circles, re- 
lieves these advocates of equality of the 
need of initiating a wholly new treaty. 
Instead, they will be able now to bring 
the existing Ran American Treaty before 
the League meinbers for adherence. Chile 
has led at - League in seeking an inter- 


Equal Rights 


national agreement which would satisfy 


women all over the world. Chile is among 
those nations which for many years has 
had equality for men and women in na- 
tionality. Treaties adopted at Pan Amer- 
ican Conferences customarily have con- 
cerned matters of special interest to this 
hemisphere, and have been restricted to 
the United States, the Central and South 
American countries. The Supervisory 
Committee in thid case, however, showed 
its appreciation of the fact that equality 
between men and women in nationality is 
a subject universal in scope. This Super- 
visory Committee is composed of Secre- 
tary of State Hull, Chairman, and the 
diplomatic representatives in Washing- 
ton of Chile, ee, Panama and Hon- 
duras. 


Federated Study Rights Amendment 


of Women’s Clubs at a biennial con- 
vention passed a resolution opposing 


| N June, 1924, the General Federation 


: “blanket legislation for sex equality such 


as the so-called ‘Equal Rights’ amendment 


to the Federal Constitution.” 


Almost ten years later—Friday, May 
25, 1934, to be specific—the Council of the 
Federation at Hot Springs, Arkansas, 


adopted a resolution which reads: 


Resolved, That the 1934 Council meet- 
ing of the General Federation of Women’s 

Clubs instructs the Chairman of the De- 
partment of Legislation in coordination 
with the Chairmen of all other Depart- 
ments of the General Federation to pre- 


pare a study covering both sides of the 


question involved in the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the United States 
Constitution which reads: | 

„Men and women shall have Equal 


| Rights throughout the United States and 


every place subject to its jurisdiction. 
„Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation’.” 
The resolution was presented by Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, President of the Dis- 
triet of Columbia Federation of Women's 


Clubs, and was endorsed by Mrs. S. Blair 


Luckie, Chairman of the Department of 
Legislation of the General Federation. 
Its passage is a personal triumph for Mrs. 
Wiley, who is a former National Chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party and 
an ardent advocate of Equal Rights. 
Our readers will remember that it was 
the District of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, under Mrs. Wiley’s 
leadership, which sponsored the famous 
Equal Rights Debate held last February 
19 in Washington at which the spokes- 
men for and against the Equal Rights 
Amendment were Rebekah S. Greathouse, 
a former United States District Attorney 
for the District of Columbia, and Mrs. 
William F. Friedman, Chairman of the 
Legal Status of Women Committee of 
the National League of Women Voters. 
At Hot Springs, Arkansas, at the eve- 


ning session, called “President’s Night,” 
of the day on which she had introduced 


her resolution, Mrs. Wiley again sounded 
her plea for Equal Rights in a two-minute | 


speech in which she said: 
The District of Columbia Federation 


-has passed its fortieth milestone. The 
year just passed was a year of growth and 
cooperation... Each Department had a 
definite accomplishment. New citizens 


were welcomed; ex-service men were 
cheered; special schools were promoted ; 
aà substantial gift was raised for erippled 
children; thousands of garments were col- 


lected for the poor; cancer control and 
liquor control were studied and a milk 


survey was made; we had a weekly radio 
broadcast and our ‘press notices were 
ample; and we are about to organize our 
juniors. We carried on successful art and 


poetry contests and we worked for the 


NRA, securing 10,000 pledges for the 
President’s hee But what of the 
future? 


“Progress is ahead. We hope the achieve- 
ment of the last forty years may be the 
beginning of years of useful service ahead, 
a forecast of what is to follow. The 
women of the General Federation are the 
‘salt of the earth,’ the savor of society, 
the preservers of the best, the zest of 
every worthwhile enterprise, not the ‘pil- 
lars of salt’ into which one woman cen- 
turies ago was turned who looked toward 
the past with regret. Secretary Wallace 
says ‘America must choose’ between na- 
tionalism and internationalism and he 


leans toward the latter. But clubwomen 


cannot choose between local needs and 
the President’s program of Christian evo- 
lution. Clubwomen must help with both 
programs. They must work for their own 
localities and they must revive that feel- 
ing of mutual obligation and neighborli- 
ness throughout the nation known as the 
New Deal. Not only that but, to my 
mind, in this day of cyclone change, they 


should not fear a new legal status brought 
about by Federal Amendment which will 
change this partial democracy to a real 
democracy of equal opportunity between 


men and women, equal laws for both, 


wherein a woman can work happily with- 
out fear of that injustice which without 
warning penalizes a worker because she 
is a woman and married. One of our 
recent poetry prize-winners, Miss Mar- 
guerite Wilcox, wrote in her pees ‘Wom- 
an of the Ages 


Priestess of Progress, Civilization’s 


guide, 
Lead on, drive on, in every land and 
clime— 
Rest not till you have banished from the 
World 
The ancient harpies, War, and Want 
and .Crime—’ 
to which I would add injustice which is 


at the bottom of all of them. The Dis- 


triet of Columbia Federation is the small- 
est of all the Federations, but God help- 


ing we will do our part.” 


One of the high lights of the day on 


which the resolution was introduced and 
Mrs. Wiley made her speech, was a debate 
on Equal Rights between Burnita Shelton 
Matthews, attorney and member of the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
and Mrs. Jerome E. Cook of St. Louis, 
Mo., active worker in the League of Wom- 
en 

According to Marcia Winn, Staff Cor- 
respondent of the Arkansas Gazette of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, Mrs. Matthews 


supported the Equal Rights Amendment 
on three grounds: 


“That to obtain the passage of a specific 
bill for every specific ill would take ‘for- 
ever.’ (‘Women will be born, will live and 
will die without ever being granted the 
justice to which they have been entitled 
since the time of the caveman.’) 

“That even if specific bills are passed, 
women will have to be eternally vigilant 
to keep them from being repealed. 

“That there is no guarantee that there 
will ever cease to be litigation. 
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“The first woman to urge legislation 
recognizing the freedom of women was 
Abigail Adams, Mrs. Matthews pointed 
out. The Equal Rights Amendment, she 
said, would establish definitely that for 
which Mrs. Adams strived. 


„It would put women into the Consti- 
tution, so to speak, would strike down 
the shackles the common law places upon 
women, and would mean that every wom- 
an shall hold her life, liberty, property, 
immunities and privileges under the pro- 
tection of the general rules e 
other human beings.’ 


“The League of Women Voters is op- 


posed to the amendment, she said, because 
it contains no definition of Equal Rights, 


but, she said, the idea of a constitutional 


definition would be ‘preposterous,’ as the 
Constitution unavoidably deals in plain 
language. 

“In regard to the criticism that the 
amendment is a ‘blanket’ one, she said 
that all provisions of the Constitution are 
necessarily blanket provisions. 


“<T firmly believe,’ she said in conelu- 


sion, ‘that women’s opportunities are 
greatest and their interests best served 
when in the labor market they have a fair 
field unhampered by “restrictive” labor 
laws. This does not mean that I am 
against labor legislation. I am for labor 
legislation for both men and women when 
that legislation is based on the nature of 
the work and not the sex of the worker.’ 


“Mrs. Cook decried the amendment as 
being in actuality a ‘reversion to do away 
with all laws,’ and concentrated her argu- 
ments on the labor fields because it was 
there, she said, that the amendment would 
be most cruel. : 
One hundred fifty-four piéces*of* pro- 


tective legislation have been passed since 


women have had the vote, she said, and 
practically all of these would be done 
away with under the amendment. 


“If They Choose” 


“HE rights and 

privileges of 

Wilmington mothers in this day 

Morning News, are far more ad- 
May 12, 1934. | 


vanced than they 
| were a few years 
ago. They even have a voice in the Gov- 
ernment, fully as loud as that of the men 
if they choose to take advantage of it. 
Only the other day, mothers and wom- 
en in general were voted Equal Rights by 
the Senate at Washington, thus ending 


‘discriminations against women in the na- 


tionality laws. The measure has been ap- 
proved by the House of Representatives. 


Refused Pulpits (A.P.) — Tense 


: ttles over term 
The (Baltimore) tenure of the epis- 
Sun, 


| | copacy, ordination 
3 of women in the 
ministry and pres- 
ervation of the traditional discipline sub- 


Methodist Women onen, Mm. 


sided today in the final session of the 


twenty-second quadrennial General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. ... | 


“Under the amendment, men and wom- 
en would be equal, she said, and they can 
never be that. They are neither inferior 
nor superior to one another but ‘different.’ 

At is an unfortunate use of terms to 
speak of equality in regard to unlikes,’ 
she declared. That might do in mathe- 
matics, but never in sociology.’ 

“The amendment attempts to put wom- 
en on an equal footing, industrial, social 
and civil with men, she said. She doesn’t 
believe it would or could achieve its pur- 
pose, ‘but if it could, what have you 
done?’ 

“The forbidding of all types of legisla- 
tion which would specifically recognize 


women she termed ‘the most abject wor- 


ship of a man’s world—a type of world 
bs pag seems at present none too success- 
ul.’ 

“Mrs. Cook admitted that there are in- 

equalities in laws which are discrimina- 
tory to women, but such injustices are 
being removed, she contended, by the 
state-by-state method. 
At is a slow and plodding method,’ 
she explained, ‘but it permits you to edu- 
cate your community to an acceptance of 
your legislation so that by the time it is 
enacted, it has a chance of being put into 
effect.’ 

„Questions and answers in the ensuing 
discussion were: 

Would it mean that in co-educational 


colleges women would be obliged to take 


compulsory military education? 

“Mrs. Matthews—‘I think women would 
be allowed to take training in athletics, 
etc. I think that hikes probably would 
do them good.’ 

“Mrs. Cook—‘We’re asking for equality, 
not for privileges! How can we say that 
we're going to have women take athietics 
on the campus. It seems to me necessary 
that if you have compulsory military 


training for one, you have it for both 


under this amendment.’ 


Press Comment 


In the final session the conference 
cleaned up all legislative business deal- 
ing with the announced economy and 
evangelistic program, denied women the 
right to preach, denounced “lynch and 
mob law” and placed the church on record 
for peace, against war and against com- 


pulsory military training on grounds of 


conscientious objection to war. 


Clubwomen Focus 


On Equal Rights 


oT SPRINGS, 
ArK., May 25 


The Baltimore Sun, (A. P. )—Closing its 


“consideration 
of three major con- 
troversial questions 
—birth control, Equal Rights and old-age 
pensions—the Council of the General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs today voted at 
its final session here to include in its pro- 
gram of study material both supporting 
and opposing each. 

The Council, which for the first time 


May 26, 1934. 


in its history allowed open discussion of 


controversial subjects on the floor of the 
convention, previously had adopted reso- 
lutions of temperance, and approved the 
general principles of the Copeland bill to 


143 


“A delegate from South Dakota—‘As 
the wife of a faculty man in a co-educa- 
tional institution, I want to leave this 
thought with the ladies. There are re- 
quirements in co-educational colleges, and 
nobody has to take them all. I can’t see 
why it would apply any more to girls than 
to boys. Not every man joins the army, 
or even wants to.’ 


„Will it place the women of America 
on the same level as the women of Russia ?’ 

“Mrs. Matthews—If you mean to ask 
if they would have to work in the war, 
the women of Russia volunteered. It is 
always the fact that in time of war people 
are put where they will serve most use- 
fully—not necessarily in line of battle.’ 


“Mrs. Cook—‘Even in Russia they have 
found it necessary to provide for special 
protection for expectant mothers—which 
we wouldn’t have under the amendment.’ 

“Mrs. Sparburg— In the event of the 
passage of this, would it mandate women 
bearing arms if ever the country should 
go into war?? 


“Mrs. Matthews—I think that in the 
event of future wars, women will be called 
upon to serve in those capacities where 
their services will be most needed—not 
necessarily the battlefield.’ 

“Mrs. Cook — ‘If women are to have 
Equal Rights, it would not be illogical to 


conscript their services along with those 


of the men.’ 


“Speakers on the subject were: 

“Mrs. Harvey Wiley of Washington, 
D. C.—The amendment was opposed be- 
cause it was a blanket one, but the NRA 
blanket covers the United States!’ 

“Mrs. Emma A. Fox, octogenarian fed- 
eration parliamentarian — ‘Of all the 
things that we laid down at the Women’s 
Rights meeting in 1898, only one was 
accomplished—the vote. We thought the 


vote gave us all the privileges, but it 
didn’t’.” 


extend the scope of food and drug regula- 
tory laws. 


Equal Rights 


HE Equal Na- 

Treaty Pushed tionality Treaty, 

‘ signed by all but 

one of the Ameri- 
ost, 


can Republics gath- 
ered at Montevideo 
last December in 
the Pan American Conference, has been 
placed upon President Roosevelt’s desk 
with a recommendation from Secretary 
of State Hull that it be submitted to the 
Senate for consent to ratification, it was 
learned yesterday. 

The certified copy of the treaty, which 
guarantees women the same rights in re- 
spect to nationality as those accorded 
men, arrived from Montevideo last week. 
It was hurried through the State Depart- 
ment and sent over to the White House 
for transmission to the Senate. 

In view of the Senate’s passage last 
week of a bill to remove all remaining 
discriminations against women in this 
country’s nationality laws, it is believed 
ratification will be a matter of form. 


May 14, 1934. 
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Meanwhile the supervisory committee 
of the Pan American Union here decided 
the treaty is open to all nations and not, 
as has often been the case with agree- 
ments reached at Pan American confer- 
ences, only 60 countries. 


Announcement of this decision was made 
by Miss Doris Stevens, chairman of the 
Inter American Commission of Women, 
who led the fight for the treaty in Monte 
video. 


The be Miss Stevens said, is the first 


Equal, Rights 


piece of international Feminist legislation 
in history and as such of immense signi- 
ficance to women everywhere. All ratify: 
ing countries are pledged to accord wom- 
en whatever nationality rights they grant 
men, Miss Stevens said. 


News from the Field 


Business and Professional Women to Meet 
HE annual meeting and dinner of the 
Business and Professional Women’s 

Council of the Maryland Branch of the 

Woman’s Party will be held in the garden 

of the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Donald 

R. Hooker, Roland Park, Baltimore, Tues- 

day, June 5. Helen Elizabeth Brown, at- 

torney and president of the Council, will 


Jane Norman Smith Speaks at Larchmont 
PRELIMINARY organization meet- 
ing of members and friends of the 


National Woman's Party was called by 


Mrs. Pemberton Smith and Mrs. Harry 

Goeckler, on Tuesday, May 22, at the 

Larchmont Shore Club, Larchmont, N. Y. 

Mrs. Goeckler presided. 

| Jane Norman Smith, member of the Na- 
tional Council, and New York State Vice- 
Chairman, was the speaker. In discuss- 

ing Equal Rights legislation, Mrs. Smith 


pointed out the insecurity of State legis- 


lation — what one Legislature passes a 


women must be constantly watchful to 
safeguard the gains they have made and 
to prevent new sex discriminations being 
written into the law. “The Equal Rights 
Amendment, which reads: ‘Men and wom- 


Equal Rights in California 

CCORDING to the Bulletin of the 

Business Women’s Legislative Coun- 
cil of California, the Constitution of that 
State, “adopted in 1879, provides that ‘no 
person shall, on account of sex, be dis- 
qualified from entering upon or pur- 
suing any lawful business, vocation or 
profession.’ ” 


The Bulletin comments: 


„What prompted this early declaration 


of woman’s right to work is not clear. 
There is no evidence that women had been 
refused admission to any trade or pro- 
fession. It probably was a compromise 
measure inserted to satisfy those who 
urged constitutional provision for woman 
suffrage, as nearly half the clerical force 
in the public offices of the State were 
women. Few women were employed in 
industry prior to 1890. Interest, how- 
ever, in the conditions of their employ- 
ment was not lacking, for we find the 
State Bureau of Labor statistics making 
study of ‘the conditions of women who 


a. 


en shall have Equal Rights throughout 
the United States and every place sub- 
ject to its jurisdiction,” she said, “is 
the most effective and the surest, quickest 
and least expensive method of securing 
the equality of men and women before the 


law. The principle of Equal Rights for 


men and women — of equality of oppor- 
tunity—is so important that it should be 


a part of the framework of our National 


Government as one of the basic principles 
upon which our Government is founded. 
A national amendment is more inclusive 
than State legislation. It is more perma- 
nent and would make unnecessary the 
costly and laborious State-wide referen- 
dum campaigns involved in amending 
State constitutional provisions dealing 
with the position of women.” Mrs. Smith 
also spoke of the importance to women of 


the Nationality Bill and the e 
Treaty. 


A lively Agen followed. It was 


decided that in the autumn study groups 


Rights Amendment. 
A telegram to President Roosevelt was 


sent from the meeting, urging him to sign 
the Nationality Bill 


Several new members were enrolled. 


Feminist Notes 


labor for a living,’ and as a result the 


Commissioner was instrumental in hav- 


ing a law passed at the session of 1889 
to improve industrial conditions. These 
provisions applied to both sexes. 
“During 1905 and again in 1906 the 
State Federation of Labor introduced an 
eight-hour bill for women, but, as no ac- 
tive campaign was made to secure the 
passage of these bills, they died in com- 


mittee.” It was not until 1911 that the 


bill was able to pass. At the general elec- 
tion in November, 1914, a bill providing 
for an eight-hour day for all persons was 
submitted to the people, but it failed to 
carry. At this same election, a constitu- 
tional amendment, validating an act es- 
tablishing an industrial welfare commis- 
sion, was referred to the people; it was 
approved by a generous majority. 


five power to regulate the maximum hours 
of labor of women and minors in any oc- 
cupation, trade or industry in the State, 
provided that the hours so set did not ex- 


This 
act gave the newly ereated commission of 


T 


Files for State Senate 


LORENCE BAYARD HILLES, Vice- 

Chairman of the National Woman's 
Party, has received a wire from Genevieve 
Sheldon, Executive Secretary of the Min- 
nesota Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party, stating that on May 4 she filed 
her papers as a candidate for the State 
Senate of Minnesota. The message also 


‘states that Miss Sheldon considers. her 


“prospects good.” 
Members of the Party will récail that 


Miss Sheldon was the alert and earnest 


young woman who last October induced 


George Hall, president of the Minnesota 


Federation of Labor, to introduce an 
Equal Employment Rights for Women 


‘Resolution at the closing session of the 


Convention of the American Federation 


of Labor; also that Mr. Hall later with- 


drew the resolution without making an 
explanation whatever of 2 change of 


attitude. 


would be formed and a Westchester eee 
subsequent Legislature can repeal, and branch organized to work 


Miss Sheldon at the time was staying 
at Alva Belmont House, national head- 
quarters of the Woman's Party. She is 


à close friend of and co-worker with Sara 


T. Colvin, National Chairman of the 
Woman's Party, and, like Mrs. Colvin, 
a resident of St. Paul, Minnesota. 


| “ceed the legal maximum of the eight -hour 


day and the forty-eight-hour week in the 
industries to which the hour law applied. 
Order number 9, dated July 2, 1918, pro- 
vides an eight-hour day, forty-eight-hour 
week, for all women, other than those in 
mercantile, manufacturing, laundry, or 
canning industries, office or professional 
occupations, fruit and vegetable packing 
establishments, telephone or telegraph es- 
tablishments, hotels or restaurants, do- 
mestic labor or the skilled trades. There 
is no night work law in California. Such 
regulation of night work as exists is by 
order of the Industrial Welfare Commis- 
sion and is a police regulation. While 
the eight-hour law was intended to be a 
benefit to women, it has proven a handi- 
cap in competing with men who do not 
come under this restriction. 
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